
Big Bend and Carlsbad Caverns
National Parks 
featuring the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort

2016 Departure Dates: April 1, 15; September 30; October 7, 14

9 Days • 15 Meals Explore the incredible caverns, magical white sands, and unexplained 
phenomena of America's desert Southwest while eating West Texas barbecue, and gazing at stars
like you've never seen them before.

 

 

2016
ADVANCE COPY

You love our parks, and we do too.
For every National Park traveler in

2016 we will donate $5.00 to 
support Tourism Cares and its
works with the National Parks.
Donated funds will be used by Tourism Cares to 

support financial investments in parks and with the 
National Park Foundation, volunteerism, advocacy and
communications for our national parks. In addition to
regular updates, a final report on the impact of these

efforts and their use of funds will be available in 
January 2017. Tourism Cares is registered 501(c)(3)

public charity governed by a Board of Directors subject
to annual external audit. www.TourismCares.org



DAY ONE – Travel to El Paso, TX
Arrive at El Paso International Airport and transfer to our hotel
nearby and meet your tour manager at 6:00 p.m. for a “Wel-
come to Texas” dinner in the Cattleman’s Steak House at the
working Indian Cliffs Ranch. (Dinner)

DAY TWO  – Marfa, Texas
Heading southeast through West Texas, we’ll make a sightseeing
stop in picturesque Marfa, home to artists and craftsmen as well
as the puzzling “Marfa Lights.”  Our destination today is the
magnificent wilderness of Big Bend National Park, the eighth
largest national park in the “lower 48,” isolated along 118 miles
of the Rio Grande, where it makes a “big bend” roughly 325
miles southeast of El Paso.  We’ll be guests for the next two
nights at the park lodge located in the spectacular Chisos Basin.
A delightful barbecue cookout dinner will conclude the day.
(Breakfast and dinner)

DAY THREE –!Big Bend National Park
As the Park Service puts it, “Here, you can explore one of the
last remaining wild corners of the United States, and experience
unmatched sights, sounds, and solitude.”  ! Big Bend is a park
for hikers, birders, photographers, for lovers of all things natu-
ral.  Over 450 bird and numerous desert animal species, plus
hardy varieties of cacti, wildflowers and other annual plants in-
habit these harsh climes.  Our guided tour along Ross Maxwell
Drive features the Sam Nall Ranch, Sotol Vista Overlook, his-
toric Castalon and breathtaking Santa Elena Canyon.
(Breakfast and lunch)

DAY FOUR –! Fort Davis National Historical Park 
and West of the Pecos Museum 
Departing Big Bend, we’ll travel north into the Davis Mountains
for a visit to fascinating ! Fort Davis National Historical Park, a
major frontier military post established in 1854 to protect trav-
elers, freight and mail from Comanche raiders along the San
Antonio-El Paso Trail. Then, we stop in the town of Pecos to ex-
plore the West of the Pecos Museum. This museum occupies
the restored 1896 Orient Hotel and Saloon and features a wide
array of western artifacts. (Breakfast and dinner)

DAY FIVE –!Carlsbad Caverns National Park
Today’s featured sightseeing is splendid !Carlsbad Caverns Na-

✔   15 Meals (5 dinners, 2 lunches and 8 breakfasts)
✔   Round trip airport transfers
✔   Spend 2 nights in ! Big Bend National Park at the Casa 
     Grande Lodge
✔   Guided tour of Big Bend National Park featuring the Sam Nall
     Ranch and Santa Elena Canyon
✔   Enjoy a delightful barbecue cookout dinner in Big Bend
     National Park
✔   Tour ! Fort Davis National Historic Park, a major frontier 
     military post
✔   Visit the West of the Pecos Museum in the restored 1896 
     Orient Hotel and Saloon
✔   Explore beautiful !Carlsbad Caverns National Park and see 
     the incredible Big Room with its huge columns and cavern 
     formations
✔   Spend 2 nights at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort 
     and Casino
✔   Visit the UFO Museum and Research Center in Roswell and 
     the fine Hubbard Museum of the American West and the 
     Straddling Museum of the Horse in Ruidoso Downs
✔   Travel the Billy the Kid National Scenic Byway
✔   Tour Smokey Bear Historical Park and learn about the symbol 
     of forest fire prevention and visit Valley of Fires Recreation 
     Area with its gigantic Malpais Lava Flow
✔   Visit !White Sands National Monument, an awesome expanse 
     of snow-white gypsum sand dunes
✔   Farewell dinner in historic Old Mesilla, New Mexico
✔   $45 in Mayflower Money

The Mayflower Way

Visit Big Bend National Park on your holiday UFO Museum and Research Center in Roswell



tional Park, where we’ll descend by elevator for a self-guided
tour of the incredible Big Room on a paved trail.  This massive,
eight-acre chamber has a 255-foot ceiling and is filled with
beautiful, delicate formations, as well as huge columns, stalac-
tites and stalagmites. (Breakfast)

DAY SIX – UFO Museum and Ruidoso
Continuing north, a visit to the International UFO Museum and
Research Center in Roswell may bring visions of flying saucers
and little green men, but our afternoon sightseeing at the fine
Hubbard Museum of the American West and Straddling Mu-
seum of the Horse in Ruidoso Downs will be much more “down
to earth.”  We’ll be guests for the next two nights of the excep-
tional mountain casino resort operated by the Mescalero Apache
Tribe in nearby Ruidoso, offering a wealth of guest facilities.
(Breakfast and dinner)

DAY SEVEN – Billy the Kid Country 
and the Valley of Fires
A day for varied interests begins as we travel the Billy the Kid
National Scenic Byway to New Mexico’s Lincoln State Monu-
ment, the historic frontier community where Billy killed his
guards and escaped from the Lincoln County Courthouse in
1881, only to be shot dead in nearby Fort Sumter by Sheriff Pat
Garrett.  Next is a visit to the Smokey Bear Historical Park in
Capitan to learn the story of America’s original symbol of forest
fire prevention.  Smokey died in 1975 and is buried here.  Fi-
nally, sightseeing at the Valley of Fires Recreation Area in Carri-
zozo showcases the gigantic Malpais Lava Flow. 
(Breakfast and lunch)

DAY EIGHT –!White Sands National Monument 
and Old Mesilla
Motoring through the Mescalero Apache Reservation, we’ll stop
to see the historic St. Joseph Mission en route to Alamogordo.
A final sightseeing highlight will be our afternoon visit to in-
credible !White Sands National Monument, an awesome ex-

panse of snow-white, gypsum sand dunes that cover 275 square
miles and rise to a height of 60 feet.  We’ll travel the 16-mile
Dunes Drive and have an opportunity to scale convenient dunes
along our route.  Overnight accommodations await in Las
Cruces, and a delicious “farewell” dinner will be served in his-
toric Old Mesilla. (Breakfast and dinner)

DAY NINE – Fly home from El Paso  
We have a group transfer from Las Cruces to El Paso Interna-
tional Airport for flights home departing after 12:00 p.m. 
(Breakfast)
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Big Bend and Carlsbad Caverns National Parks

Travelers Protection Plan (TPP) – $100
This nonrefundable fee waives all cancellation fees when we are notified of cancellation one day
before the tour departs.  If you must leave the tour early due to personal illness, illness or death
of a member of your immediate family, TPP guarantees full refund for any unused services after
the departure of the tour.  Other benefits include medical expenses for illness and injury, emer-
gency transportation, 24 hour hot  line, and lost or stolen baggage assistance.  Return air trans-
portation is included ONLY if your air tickets were provided by Mayflower Tours.  If you purchase
the optional Travelers Protection Plan (TPP), you will be refunded all payments, including deposit
amount, less the TPP premium amount.

Without Travelers Protection Plan (TPP)
• 61 days and more – deposit amount
• 60 – 31 days – 20% of the tour cost
• 30 – 15 days – 30% of the tour cost
• 14 – 1 day prior – 40% of the tour cost
• Day of departure or early departure 

from tour – 100% of the tour cost
No refund on unused portion

Exclusions: Mayflower Tours reserves the right to alter its refund and cancellation policy when a sub-
stantial amount of cancellation or postponement of travel is attributable to: conditions resulting from
an act of God, natural or man-made disaster, fire, government action, civil disorder, war, hostilities be-
tween nations, or unavailability of transportation through no fault of Mayflower Tours.

FOR  RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION CONTACT:

TOUR ACTIVITY LEVEL

revised 07-07-2015

Call for air rates and schedules from 
your city to and from El Paso.

Rooms for the night before the tour are available. 
Cost for a room in El Paso is $169, tax included.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Day One – Radisson Hotel, El Paso, Texas
Days Two and Three – Casa Grande Lodge, 
Big Bend National Park, Texas
Days Four and Five – Best Western Stevens Inn, 
Carlsbad, New Mexico
Days Six and Seven – Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort &
Casino, Ruidoso, New Mexico
Day Eight – Drury Inn and Suites, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Big Bend and Carlsbad Caverns National Parks

The canyons of Santa Elena, Big Bend National Park

2016 DEPARTURES
PER PERSON 
TWIN ROOM

April 1, 15                                                    $2,059                             add $909
September 30                                            $2,059                             add $909
October 7, 14                                             $2,059                             add $909

SINGLE 
ROOM

National Tour Association


